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in the Museum without any sort of label on them," and
that, in consequence, difficulty arises in tracing particular
records.

The date of No. 63 of my list {Ep. Ind., i, p. 392, No. xxii)
is given as being doubtful, and read as either 95 or 85.
An inked squeeze kindly supplied by the Curator permits
of no doubt that the date is 99. In order to satisfy myself
on the point I submitted the squeeze to Dr. Hoernle, who
replies that the date is certainly 99.

The original of my No. 53, which contains the name of
Vasu—, representing either Vasudeva or Vasushka, is not in
the Museum. Cunningham read the date at first as 44, but his
later reading 74 appears to be correct. The 'St. Andrew's
cross' symbol for 70 is almost identical with that for 40,
as shown in Biihler's Tables.

VINCENT A. SMITH.
Oct. 26th, 1904.

VAISALI ; SEALS OF GUPTA PERIOD.

In pursuance of the suggestion made by me in my paper
entitled " Vaisali " (Journal, 1902, p. 287), a copy of which
was. submitted to the late Sir John Woodburn, then
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the exploration of the site
of Vaisali was undertaken by Dr. Bloch, under the orders
of the Government of Bengal. The results are summarized
in his Progress Report for 1903-4, and will be more fully
discussed in subsequent official publications.

Dr. Bloch, who devoted nearly three months to the
survey of the site and excavations in the fort, agrees with
Cunningham and me in believing that the modern villages
Basar or Basarh, and Bakhira, with others adjoining, occupy
the site of Vaisali (p. 15).

For reasons stated in his Report he found it expedient to
restrict excavation to the portion of the area known as the
Fort of Raja Bisal. The most interesting discovery made
here was that of a collection of more than seven hundred
inscribed clay seals of documents, which were found in
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a small chamber, apparently used as a record room. The
soil is so damp that all the documents have perished, but
traces of the string by which the seals were attached are
still visible. In appearance the seals seem to resemble the
votive tablets so often found, but these are genuine seals,
and are unique of their kind. The discoverer states that
" owing to the great number of duplicates, it will be
possible to read all the inscriptions, although a good many
specimens have suffered badly." The collection includes the
seals of a judge, a police officer, a treasury superintendent,
and many other officials, besides those of private persons.

The two specimens of the greatest historical interest are
those of members of the Imperial Gupta dynasty. The first
of these, " with a figure of a seated lion, is a seal of Maha-
devl DhruvasvaminI, the queen of Maharajadhiraja Candra-
gupta and mother of Maharaja Govindagupta." The name
of Govindagupta is new. The son who succeeded Candra-
gupta I I , Vikramaditya, on the throne about 412 A.D. was
Kumaragupta I. Govindagupta probably predeceased his
father. DhruvasvaminI must, of course, be identified with
DhruvadevI of the inscriptions. The title svdmi (fern.
•u-amini), although frequently occurring in the list of the
contemporary Western Satraps of Surastra, has not been
known hitherto as used by the Gupta dynasty.

The second seal referred to is that which bears the in-
scription Sri Ghatotkacaguptasya. Ghatotkaca, who contented
himself with the title of Maharaja, was the son of Gupta,
and father of Candragupta I, Maharajadhiraja, who came
to the throne in 320 A.D. The addition of the word gupta
to the name of Ghatotkaca is new.

Dr. Bloch's find demonstrates that Vaisali was still a place
of importance in the fourth and fifth centuries during the
period of the great Gupta sovereigns; and this fact is quite
in accordance with the language used by Fa-hien (Travels,
ch. xxv), which implies that the city was still in existence
when he visited it about 403 A.D., in the middle of the reign
of Candragupta Vikramaditya, whose queen's seal has now
been found on the site. At the time of Hiuen Tsang's visit,

Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00032755
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 12 Oct 2018 at 17:18:49, subject to the Cambridge

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00032755
https://www.cambridge.org/core


154 INSCRIPTION P. ON THE MATHUKA LION-CAPITAL.

about 638 A.D., the city was for the most part in ruins. Its
decay evidently was due to the troubles caused by the White
Hun invasion which broke up the Gupta empire about
500 A.D.

Dr. Bloch states that " a detailed and systematic survey
has been carried out of the ancient site of Vaisali at Basarh
and adjacent villages in Muzaffarpur. The result is a map
based on accurate measurements and drawn up on the scale
of four inches to the mile." I t is good news to hear of
an archaeological enquiry in India being conducted in
a systematic fashion, and, although the exploration of
Vaisali has not yielded all the results hoped for, discoveries
of much interest have been made, and Dr. Bloch may be
congratulated on the success attained.

VINCENT A. SMITH.
Oct. 27th, 1904.

MR. GOY L E STRANGE is now engaged in preparing the
Persian text, with English translation, of Hamd Allah
Mustawfi's work on Geography, the " Nuzhat-al-Kulub."
The Society has already published a monograph by
Mr. Le Strange on the same subject.

THE INSCRIPTION P. ON THE MATHURA LION-CAPITAL.

My explanation of this record, given in this Journal,
1904, p. 709, leaves undetermined the name of the person
or persons who inscribed the record, or did something to
lead to the inscribing of it.

My friend Professor Hultzsch, having seen my Note, has
made to me a suggestion which supplies that deficiency, and
helps to illustrate how often " two heads are better than one."
• He has suggested to me that the word sarvasa is the
genitive, not of sarva, ' all,' but of the word Sarva as a
proper name, which is well established both with the dental
s and with the palatal s; and that the word danarh, ' gift,'
is to be supplied in connection with it.
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